


‘If you’ve got soft eyes, you can see the whole thing.’ 
– Bunk Moreland, The Wire, s04e02. 







Linda: ‘Those blue trees re-
mind me of the pine trees I 
saw all over Italy when I was 
on a holiday last month.’

Anders: ‘I love these trees. 
It’s like they have a hat. They 
are Roman pine-trees that 
you can also find in Spain. It’s 
almost a pop-cultural thing 
that’s so recognisable and typ-
ical for Roman history, that 
we all share in Europe. Plus, 
they’re nice to paint.’ 







Anders Meisner (Copenhagen, 1981) creates colourful, flat-looking, repetitive, and ornamental 
paintings and drawings in which he includes ‘simples’ – stylized, abstracted versions of things 
from our real world, that take on the role as symbols in his work. 

He started his creative career in the music industry as a member of a punk-rock band in Amster-
dam. Fuelled by a DIY-mentality, the band increasingly focused on making their own silkscreens 
and animations. The visual part of the band’s activities increasingly started to take over, leading 
Meisner to choose to focus on this as a solo visual artist upon moving back to Copenhagen. 

With no formal artistic training apart from an acceptance letter from Amsterdam’s Gerrit Riet-
veld art academy, he pursued an artistic career on his own terms, which allowed him the creative 
freedom to develop his own visual language, experiment with different media and ideas, reflect-
ing the DIY-ness that was so deeply embedded in his former band’s DNA as well. 



In his current work, Meisner makes paintings and 
drawings in gouache, oil paint, oil sticks and crayons. 
Th e graphic infl uence from his early days are still preva-
lent in his style, which shows elements like repetition of 
elements and symbols – oft en to make patterns –, vibrant 
use of colours, and a fl at appearance because of the ab-
sence of a background, perspective and scale. 

Meisner creates ‘simples’ of things he wishes to paint. A 
stylised yet recognisable interpretation of how Meisner 
paints a subject or object. Th ey might slightly develop 
over the years but remain clearly his. To fi nd a simple to 
a thing in real life is a process of trial and error, as Meis-
ner illustrates as he talks about how the face of his wife 
Carolina made it into a simple in the 2022 series ‘Apri-
cots and Freshwater Pearls’. ‘I have tried to paint her for 
many years but was never really satisfi ed. None of it cap-
tured her essence. Suddenly, this fi gure took shape, and I 
learned I could use this simple in diff erent situations that 
were both fun and interesting to paint.’







a means to approach a subject in a soft, sensible way 



‘I had been in Spain for five weeks. As we were driving through the coun-
tryside where all these cottonfields are, the fluff from the plants was blow-
ing onto the road. It was such a soft look. Being around in nature softens 
your eyes and the way you look at things, and how to approach things.’
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